
Factsheet
Offsetting your
Carbon Footprint

Scope

SmartestEnergy offer a service to help transition your business to net zero, from 
procuring 100% renewable electricity to carbon offsetting through voluntary 
carbon credits. The first step towards your climate goals is to identify and 
account for your various sources of emissions. Through increased energy 
efficiency, use of technology and employee commitment, many of these 
emissions can be reduced or avoided. We provide a carbon offsetting solution 
for those emissions that are harder to abate.

To offset your company’s unavoidable Scope 1 and 3 emissions, 
voluntary carbon certificates are an effective tool. These certificates are 
generated from projects which target avoidance, reduction or removal 
of Green House Gas (GHG) emissions from the atmosphere. Each credit 
corresponds to one metric tonne of CO2 or equivalent GHG. 

However, choosing a project from hundreds available in the market can 
be overwhelming.

Below are the main considerations to note:

UN Sustainable 
Development
Goals

4 point checklist
for choosing a project

Type

Origin Price

Your GHG footprint can broadly be 
categorised into one of the three scopes:

These are the direct emissions from sources that are owned and 
controlled by your company. These are usually simplest to identify and 
include emissions from company vehicles, on-site energy use in space 
heating, manufacturing, industrial processes etc.

Voluntary carbon certificates can help offset your Scope 1 emissions. 
For emissions related to on-site burning of natural gas for heating, 
Renewable Gas Guarantee of Origin certificates can also be used.

Indirect emissions from purchased electricity, heating or cooling. 
Renewable Electricity Guarantee of Origin certificates can be used to 
reduce GHG footprint from purchased electricity that wasn’t sourced 
from renewable sources such as wind, solar or hydro. 

These include all indirect emissions that occur throughout your 
organisation’s value chain. These include employee commuting or 
business travel, purchased goods and services and investments.  
Voluntary carbon certificates can help offset all of Scope 3 emissions. 

Voluntary carbon projects offered 
by SmartestEnergy aim to meet 
many of the 17 Sustainable 
development Goals listed by 
United Nations. Just let us know 
which goal(s) reflect your 
company values best. 

Most of our projects are based in 
the developing world of South 
Asia, China, Latin America and 
Africa. However, projects based in 
UK, Europe and United States are 
also coming to the market.

SmartestEnergy will select the right 
projects to meet your budget 
constraints at the best available 
market value.

Renewable Energy, Forestry, and 
Energy Efficiency projects are ever 
widely popular with our customers. 
Cookstoves projects which displaces 
dirty woodfired stoves in domestic 
kitchens for cleaner fuels are 
increasingly in demand. 
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Scope

2

Scope

3

No poverty

1

Zero hunger

2

Good health
and well-being

3

Quality
education

4

Gender
equality

5

Clean water
and sanitation

6

Affordable
and clean energy

7

Decent work
and economic

growth

8

Industry,
innovation and
infraestructure

9

Reduced
inequalities

10

Sustainable
cities and

communities

11

Responsible
consumption

and production

12

Climate action

13

Life below
water

14

Life on
land

15

Peace, justice
and strong
institutions

16

Partnership
for the goals

17

How to choose a project that is right

for you and your supply chain? 

Once you have some idea of the UN SDG’s, project type, origin and 
price, our team will share a few projects with you. You can then select 
one project or a shortlist of projects. SmartestEnergy can give your 
employees a democratic voice by letting them choose the right project 
for you. We will create and run a poll providing all the project information 
and photos from the projects to your employees.

Some of the projects that have been favoured by our clients:

Kariba
Forest

Protection
Zimbabwe

50 MW
Sipansihaporas

Hydro
Indonesia

Pacajá
Forest

Protection
Brazil

Samsun
Landfill

Gas
Turkey

Vishnuprayag
Hydro-electric

Project
India

Xenamnoy
Clean
Hydro

Laos
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direct Scope 3
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Purchased
goods and services

Purchased electricity,
steam, heating &

cooling for own use
Capital
goods

Fuel and energy
related activities

Transportation
and distribution

Transportation
and distribution

Waste
Business
travel

Employee
commuting

Leased
assets

Company
facilities

Processing of
sold products

Use
of sold

products

End-of-life

Leased
assets

Franchises

Investments

Company
vehicles

On-site
natural gas burning

for heating

Upstream activities Reporting company Downstream activities

    UN Sustainable 
Development Goals

https://www.smartestenergy.com/en_gb/generators/green-gas/
https://www.smartestenergy.com/en_gb/generators/renewable-certificates/

